Spring 2018

Welcome Back!
Family, Friends, Rowers, Alumni, and Supporters of UCSB Crew,
Welcome back to the Spring Edition of The Tenth Seat, here to keep you
connected with our current Gauchos! With another successful racing season in
the books, we look back at the highlights. In this issue you will find information on
the highlights from the spring regattas, our graduating seniors, and next year's
officers. If you have any suggestions or ideas that could help bring alumni and
parents alike together, or would like to see something in the newsletter, please
feel free to reach out to our 2017-2018 secretary, Kristina Sestay
(kristina.sestay@gmail.com). Please put "UCSB Crew" in the subject line of the
emails. Enjoy!
For more information, visit us at http://ucsbcrew.org

Spring Racing: Recap
Photo by Christine Pang

The San Diego Crew Classic signifies
the start of racing season for the
Gauchos, who typically come off of
Spring Break Training Camp and head
to this incredible regatta. This year, the
athletes had final exams the week
leading up to Crew Classic. Despite not
getting to spend long hours at the lake
or even practice regularly, the Gauchos
persevered. As the reigning club
national champions, the Women's Squad
competed in the "open" races instead of
the Division II/III/Club races for the
second consecutive year. The WV8+ raced in the Jessop-Whittier Cup Invitational as the
club team representative against some of the best programs in the country including Cal,
Texas, and USC. Senior Kristina Sestay describes getting to compete in this race as "the
opportunity of a lifetime". "Just getting to sit at the same start line as a team like Cal is
such an incredible experience. It really pushes you to compete at a higher level and
expect more from yourself". The WV8+ went on to beat University of San Diego in petite
finals by 11 seconds, just the second club team ever to beat a boat in the JessopWhittier Cup. The WV4+ also had an impressive showing at SDCC, beating both
University of San Diego and Saint Mary's University in the Karen Plumleigh Cortney Cup.
The MV8+ took second in heats to go onto Grand Finals where they took 6th against
impressive competition. The MN8+ took a victory in the Petite Finals and the M2N8+ took
second to Orange Coast College. SDCC also had an impressive showing of alumni
support. Both the men and women alumni each raced two boats. The men's alumni "A"
boat took 7th in Grand Finals and the "B" boat took 3rd in petites. The women's alumni

"B" boat finished 6th and the "A" boat grabbed an impressive win, beating out alumni
crews from Stanford and Cal. The alumni support at Crew Classic was evident both on
and off the water as former and current Gauchos gathered for the boat ceremony and
dedication of two new men's boats, the Frank Rowe and the Desmond Stahl.
Following San Diego Crew Classic, championship racing began with the Western
Intercollegiate Rowing Association (WIRA) regatta. Despite not winning any team points
trophies, the Gauchos had an impressive showing of speed and depth. The men's and
women's Varsity 8s started off Sunday racing strong, each with a silver medal finish. The
MV8+ was beat out for gold by a very fast Santa Clara crew. Central Oklahoma, the
reigning Division II national champions, took home the gold in the WV8+ race. Next to
come down the course were the men's and women's 2V crews. The M2V8+ finished 4th
in Grand Finals against impressive competition. The W2V8+ came down next, crossing
the finish line alone, taking home a gold medal by an astounding 7 second margin. Many
of the novice athletes got to take home their first medals at WIRA. The W2N8+,
WNLwt4+, and MNLwt4+ each took home bronze medals. Both of the Varsity 4s also
raced well. MV4+ also brought home a bronze medal and the WV4+ took second in Petite
Finals, both crews racing against a very competitive field of many stacked boats. The
Gauchos also put out a variety of small boats: Men's and Women's pair and a Men's and
Women's double. The small boats had a very impressive showing with every single crew
advancing to Grand Finals. In addition, UCSB raced a Women's Novice Lightweight 4+
for the first time in a decade. WIRA was a great way to start off championship racing,
leaving each crew with things to learn from and work on in preparation for ACRA.
The men's squad was fortunate enough to be invited back to compete in the Windermere
Cup in Seattle for the second year in a row. Hosted by the University of Washington, this
year's regatta featured a showdown between Washington's MV8+ and Oxford Brooks
University and the Washington WV8+ against the Dutch National Team. Having the
opportunity to race at such a prestigious event speaks volumes for UCSB Rowing.
Racing down Montlake Cut, the Gaucho MV8+ finished 3rd behind Washington and
University of British Columbia's 2V, MJV8+ taking 3rd behind Washington's 3V and 4V.
The MV4+ finished 4th behind Washington boats and the N8+ took 5th. Hopefully the
Gauchos will continue to have the opportunity to take part in this incredible regatta for
years to come.
The ACRA regatta is the culmination of the previous 9 months of training; everything
comes down to one last race. This year, UCSB boasted 18 entries, more than any other
club at the regatta. Due to storm warnings, this year's ACRA was run slightly differently.
Most boats had to compete in time trials on Saturday morning, semi finals Saturday
afternoon, and then either Grand Finals or Petite Finals on Sunday. The Gauchos took
this unexpected schedule change in stride and raced hard. Both Varsity 8s, both Varsity
4s, M2V8+, MN8+, WN4+, M2-, both doubles, and 1x "A" all earned spots to advance to a
Semi-final race later that afternoon. In Semi-Finals, the MV8+, WV8+, W2V8+, MV4+,
MVLwt4+, M2V8+, W2-, M2N8+, and WN8+ earned placings to advance them to Grand
Finals on Sunday. The W2x, M2x, M1x "A" and "B", WN4+, M2-, MN8+, MN4+, and WV4+
all competed in B and C Finals, respectively, showing improvement from WIRA and well
represented the depth of the program. The WN8+ started off Sunday strong with a
bronze medal finish. The W2V8+ event followed immediately after with that crew
replicating their WIRA performance by having a commanding lead over the field and
taking the gold medal by 13 seconds. This was the 4th consecutive ACRA gold medal for
the W2V8+. Next came the M2V8+ who, in an extremely tight race, was just edged out of
a bronze medal by three tenths of a second. The Men's Lightweight Varsity 4+ finished
5th in Grand Finals, followed by the WV4+ who finished 3rd in Petite Finals, and the
Men's Varsity 4+ finished 7th in Grand Finals to round out the fours racing for Sunday.
The final events of the day for the Gauchos were the Men's and Women's Varsity 8s,
both the reigning 2017 ACRA National Champions. To further heighten the drama, a
torrential downpour started just at the conclusion of the WV8+ race and the beginning of
the MV8+. Unfortunately the MV8+ was unable to defend the title and take home another
win, but raced incredibly hard against a field of very talented crews to take home 8th in
the Grand Finals. The WV8+ was successful in their quest for another national
championship, taking the gold medal for the third consecutive year. The Women's Team
also secured the Women's Team Points trophy for the 4th year in a row. The Michigan
Men had a fantastic showing at ACRA and won the Team Overall Points trophy this year,
beating out the Gauchos for that honor. Despite not winning Team Points, a few

Gauchos did receive All-Region awards. Those receiving honors were Ari Linley
(coxswain), Karol Dyro, Ryan Stewart, Emily Sousa (coxswain), Jessica Cummins, Kelly
Garvey, and Kristina Sestay. Many athletes also received All-Academic awards as
recognition for their hard work in the classroom as well as on the water. With another
racing season in the books, the Gauchos take a much needed break in order to prepare
for another year of continuing the legacy of "those damn gold tanks".

Left: Men's JV8+
Right: W2- (photo courtesy of Row2k)

Alumni of the Quarter
Jessica Mosbarger & Dillon Krasnigor

Jessica and Dillon both graduated as legacies with the Class of 2015. Both very
successful athletes during their time on the team, Dillon rowed in the Men’s
Varsity 8, placing 8th at Head of the Charles in 2013, earning a gold medal WIRA
in 2014, gold at San Diego Crew Classic in 2015, and 4th at ACRA in 2015.
Jessica stroked the Women's JV 8 her senior year, winning both WIRA and
ACRA in 2015. Jessica won the "Ms.Cachuma" award her senior year as well as
served as a captain for the Varsity Women. Jessica and Dillon have both stayed
active members of the team since graduating by competing for UCSB in alumni
boats. Jessica placed 3rd in the Alumni 8 at Crew Classic in 2017 and Dillon
placed 6th in the Alumni 4+ at Head of the Charles in 2015. After graduating,
Jessica and Dillon moved to Nashville, TN where Jessica just finished up two

years of coaching at Nashville Rowing and Dillon works as an investment analyst
at Vanderbilt’s Endowment. Jessica and Dillon describe their biggest
accomplishment as rowing for all 4 years and earning their legacy award,
explaining that the persistence, dedication, and discipline they learned was
priceless. Jessica and Dillon were married on May 12th and many of the guests
were lifelong friends whom they met on the team. Rowing for UCSB was the best
decision they ever made, describing it as the best time in their lives (thus far).
Dillon and Jessica live with their dog (Teddy) and three cats (Boots, Binx, and
Zuko).
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Senior Send-Off
UCSB Crew says good-bye to 18
seniors this year. Best of luck and
congratulations to the Class of
2018!
Marissa Bonnefin
Joe Cain

Courtney Coyne*
Aisha Demachkie
Carter Hearst
Aidan Herderschee*
Liann Jimmons*
Grant Lilya*
Lizeth Munoz*
Christian Noack*
Frank Nguyen*
Christine Pang
Melanee Robles*
Sam Seibel*
Kristina Sestay*
Emily Sousa*
Sam Venable
Tayler Young*
* denotes a legacy rower

Meet the Team!
Hunter Werner

Emily Sousa

Hunter is a third-year Financial Math &
Stats major on the men’s team. He grew up
in Gig Harbor, WA, on Puget Sound, and
has loved being out on the water for as
long as he can remember. Despite his love
for the water, he played football,
basketball, and baseball in high school
and only decided to try rowing once
coming to UCSB. Hunter is both the
current and next year’s Webmaster and
controls all of the social media outreach
that helps you stay up-to-date with the
team. As Webmaster, he also manages
and revamped the team website and social
media in hopes of generating a greater
web outreach for the team. On the men’s

Emily is a senior mechanical
engineering major from Lodi, CA and
has served as the team’s clothing
officer for the past two years. She
joined rowing because she hoped to
stay involved in athletics while in
college, but didn’t know that she’d end
up finding her best friends. Emily is a
coxswain for the varsity women’s team
and her favorite parts of rowing include:
yelling, taking walks through other
crews, and the feeling after a race
when she knows her crew left it all on

squad, Hunter currently sits in the V4+. His
greatest memories on the team have been
when the men’s team heads to Seattle for
the Windermere Cup. In Seattle, he finally
gets to feel like a local at his races and
rows through Montlake Cut next to Husky
Stadium, where he grew up boating as a
kid. He cherishes the competitive rowing
environment and couldn’t imagine college
without the family he’s developed on the
team.

the course. When she’s not on the
water or in the engineering lab, Emily
enjoys showing off her pet goldfish,
Ginny.

Ciaran Hiney
Ciaran Hiney is a third year varsity rower and the men’s
team whip. Hailing from Los Angeles, he is having a blast
this year working toward a history major and sitting in
bow pair of the men’s 2V8+. Ciaran joined the team on
the prompting of his uncle who was a Gaucho oarsman in
the 80’s and because he wanted to be a part of
something bigger in college. His favorite part of rowing is
the camaraderie and trust that forms among teammates
and the feeling of getting so meaty swing during long
pieces. When he isn’t rowing, you can find him at the
beach or cooking dinner for his friends. He is excitedly
looking forward to his senior year and the opportunity to
step up to help lead the team to another great year!

John Besvold
John is a third year chemical
engineering student and the men's
team clothing officer. Growing up in
Long Beach, Right right around the
corner from the Pete Archer Rowing
Center, John was around rowing
throughout his grade school years.
He never thought about joining a
rowing team till he was approached
by a teacher at his high school
who's son rowed for UCSB. Since
then John could not imagine doing
college without the brotherhood of
the team and the feeling of
accomplishment after a long workout. A little know fact about John is that he is alright at
origami. Catch John in five seat of the men's varsity eight.

2018-2019 Officers
Proudly introducing the 2018-2019 cabinet officers!
President: Ciaran Hiney, Class of 2019
Vice President: Kelly Garvey, Class of 2020
Secretary: Ryan Stewart, Class of 2019
Treasurer: Kyle Cato, Class of 2019

Pictures from Spring!

Photos courtesy of Christine Pang

Clockwise from bottom left: M1x "A", W2x, M2-, M2x, M1x "B" - photos courtesy of Row2k

Clockwise: M2N8+, MV4+, MVLwt4+, WN8+
-photos courtesy of Row2k and David Bright

Clockwise: MV8+, W2V8+, MV4+, WV8+, WV4+
-photos courtesy of Row2k and David Vieler

Men's and Women's V8+

Men's Squad Coxswains

Top: M2V8+, photo courtesy of Row2k
Bottom Left: W2V8+
Bottom Right: MVLwt4+

Top: MN4+, photo courtesy of Row2k
Right: MN8+, photo courtesy of David Bright

For more information, visit us at http://ucsbcrew.org

UCSB Crew is a sport club, distinguished by professional leadership and
coaching which offers students the opportunity to explore and expand their
capabilities by participating in a competitive sport as representatives of their
University. Participation in competitive college sports builds character by
developing values of teamwork, commitment, self sacrifice, discipline, and
achievement reinforcing the university’s core values of scholarship, leadership
and citizenship while providing students with a health balance to their
academic pursuits
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