Fall 2017

Welcome Back!
Family, Friends, Rowers, Alumni, and Supporters of UCSB Crew,
Welcome back to The Tenth Seat, here to keep you connected with our
current Gauchos. As the athletes and coaches prepare for another dominant
season, The Tenth Seat will keep you informed every step of the way to
some more ACRA championships. If you have any suggestions or ideas that
could help bring alumni and parents alike together, or would like to see
something in the newsletter, please feel free to reach out to our 2017-2018
secretary, Kristina Sestay (kristina.sestay@gmail.com). Please put "UCSB
Crew" in the subject line of the emails. Enjoy!
For more information, visit us at http://ucsbcrew.org

Varsity Fall Season Recap
The Gauchos have put another successful
fall racing season in the books. Highlights
from the Varsity Men include a strong
returning varsity squad and promising
novice prospects, a 15th place finish in the
4+ and a 9th place in the 8+ at Head of the
Charles as well as a guaranteed bid in
both events for next year, tight inter-squad
racing at Head of the American with
Christian Noack and Matt Kouyoumdijan
taking gold in the 2-! In addition, the Varsity
Men took out right wins in the 8+ and 4+ at
the Ballona Greek Grand Prix Regatta as
well as at Head of the Harbor in the MV8+
and M2V8+ events. Some highlights from
the Varsity Women from the fall include a
6th place finish at Head of the Charles,
competitive scrimmaging from the entire
squad with Orange Coast College, taking
1st, 2nd, and 3rd in the 8+ at Naples
Island Challenge with most athletes
doubling in fours and pairs for competitive
inter-squad racing, and a 3rd place finish
in the 8+ at San Diego Fall Classic as well
as Clarice Douille and Margarita McInnis
taking gold in the pair. The varsity squad
looks towards the winter quarter as a time
to gain meters and power on the erg,
improve technique, and continue to grow
as a program.
Both photos courtesy of Row2k

Introducing JP Sekulich!
UCSB Crew is proud to welcome JP
Sekulich as the new Men's Head coach.
Originally from San Francisco, JP brings
over 20 years of rowing experience with
him to UCSB. JP began rowing at St.
Ignatius College Preparatory and then
went on to row at University of California,
Berkeley. Following graduation at Berkeley,
JP returned to coach freshman at St.
Ignatius, and then went on to coach at
Marietta College where his successful
recruiting efforts got crews into grand finals
and medals at the Dad Vail Regatta. In
addition to coaching at Marietta, JP also
earned his Master of Arts in Education.
Most recently, JP has been the Midwest
and West Coast Account Manager for
Vespoli USA, connecting him with coaches
and athletes around the country. JP's
experience gives him an in-depth and well

rounded knowledge of all the rowing world
has to offer. UCSB Crew is thrilled to call
him a Gaucho.

UCSB Crew Welcomes its Newest Members!
Novice Men Update
By Sean Linley

Novice Women Update
By Rebecca Gronsdahl

Photo by Christine Pang
Photo by Lisa Okimoto

The Novice Men's squad has started the
year well, and they are building a solid
foundation for upcoming winter training.
The squad is slightly smaller than some
years, but is developing technique more
quickly as a result. In their first race at
Head of the Harbor, they lined up against
semester schools—which began practices
a month earlier than they did—and held
their own with 3rd in the Novice 8 and 1st
and 3rd in the Second Novice 8.
Regardless of finish order, the rowing
looked patient and strong, and the squad
is well positioned to attack their lofty goals
for the spring.

As of fall quarter the Novice Women's
squad is coming along well and appears
to have a lot of depth. The group is slightly
smaller than last year, but as a result it is
much more manageable. Technique on the
water in coming along well and erg scores
are not far behind. The first race in
Newport was unfortunately cancelled due
to fog, but the novice were able to enjoy the
travel experience and bond as a team.
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In Depth: Gauchos are All In at 53rd HOCR
By: Courtney Coyne
Fall in Boston can be quite harsh on
California-native rowers, but the 53th annual
Head of the Charles Regatta had our
Gauchos feeling right at home with near
perfect racing weather on the weekend of
October 21st-22nd. Over 11,000 athletes
took advantage of these conditions and
wound up smashing 35 course records-many by a substantial margin.
The women were able to snag 6th place in
the collegiate eight race, missing top five by
three seconds, but nevertheless making history by placing the highest the women’s team
ever has at this regatta. The men sent an eight and a four to kick off 5k season and after
a tough battle, they took home 9th and 15th respectively. All of the aggressive racing and
impressive finishes at the biggest regatta in the world made it clear the UCSB team
intends to be anything but complacent in the fall racing season and beyond.
Our recent and distant alumni alike had a great showing in a wide range of events. Peggy
Johnston, UCSB class of 1980, competed in a whopping three events: the grand
master’s four, the Director’s Challenge quad, and the mixed double--all in which she
earned herself a top ten position. She said competing in three events was, “not for the
faint of heart,” but she really enjoyed seeing friends she’s rowed with since 1981 and
connecting with the current crew of Gauchos who she happened to meet on the train. She
said, “this sport binds us together and this race allowed me to celebrate ALL of that.”
The rowers would like to extend a huge thank you to all the supporters who cheered on
the crews from home. There is nothing more encouraging than knowing we are not alone
out there on the course, but we have this incredible ensemble of teammates, alumni,
family and friends fueling our fire. The men’s team would like to thank their especially
gracious hosts Joe and Roxana Perry and Sarah Nocka for opening their homes to them.
The team also very much appreciated dinner from the Noack’s and the post-race
barbequing courtesy of the Randall’s.
This regatta offered an incredibly unique racing experience, and the Gauchos are sure to
come back with a hunger for more next year, but it also highlighted that being on this
team is about being apart of a community. As we continue to build the merit of our
program at such a large scale arena, we are humbled by the deeply embedded network
of people rooting for us, and it reminds us that everything we do, whether it be in on the
Charles or at Cachuma, is so much bigger than ourselves.

Top left: Peggy Johnston in 3 seat of Director's Quad
Top right: Men's 4+
Bottom center: Men's 8+
All photos by Row2k

Alumni of the Quarter
Luke Wilhelm

Amanda Klaiber-Short

(Center)

After graduating from UCSB, Luke
went to race at the World University
Games in Kazan, Russia with team
USA. Then he spent a year as the
Novice coach for the Gauchos, where
he fell in love with coaching and
rowing all over again. After a very
successful season coaching the
gaucho goons, Luke moved to Boston
to start training again and to get his
post-grad degree at the Institute for
Rowing Leadership. While training in
Boston, he raced at National
Selection Regattas, Olympic Trials,
and Canadian Henley as well as
coached at Boston College and
Community Rowing. Luke moved to
Philly at the start of 2017 to join Penn
AC and the Schuylkill Navy
Collaborative effort. With a lot of the
elite level US scullers living in
Philadelphia, Luke was able join a
large group and gain a lot of speed.
In 2017 he took 4th at National
Selection Regatta in the single, and
1st at NSR 2 in the double. This win
allowed Luke and pair partner Erik
Frid to race at World Cup 3 in
Lucerne, Switzerland. This first taste
of racing at the elite level was a of fun
and very eye opening. The rest of the
summer was spent earning a spot in

Born and raised in San Diego,
Amanda started rowing at UCSB
during the first week of college and
never looked back. Some of her
rowing highlights include 1st (2N8,
2010), 2nd (2V8, 2012), and 3 rd (V8,
2013) at WIRA and 1st (2V8, 2012)
and 2nd (V8, 2013) at ACRA. She
rowed from 2009 until her graduation
in 2013, when she obtained her
degree in Psychology. Amanda
started coaching the junior team at
ZLAC in San Diego and has
managed to coach her way across
the country since. She coached the
varsity and novice girls at Camp
Randall Rowing Club in Madison, WI,
for two years and ran their summer
Learn to Row camps. Amanda is
currently the Head Novice Girls
Coach at the Princeton National
Rowing Association, in New Jersey.
Her novice girls had impressive
showings at the Head of the Schuylkill
(4th N8, 2016 and 5th N8, 2017) and
at Mid-Atlantic Regionals (2nd in both
the N4 and N8, 2017), and she is
looking forward to building on those
results next spring. She enjoys
cheering on the Gaucho rowers from
wherever she happens to be living
and wearing her gold tanks with

the Men’s Quadruple Sculls for the
2017 World Championships in
Sarasota Florida, where things didn’t
go according to plan. This experience
of taking last at the world stage was
frustrating and motivating, and has
led Luke to double down on training. It
is hard to look too far ahead in the
world of elite rowing, and he is getting
ready for next spring.

pride!
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Meet the Team!
Kelcey Howeth

Frank Nguyen

Kelcey is a second year rower studying
Global Studies, originally from Northern
California. As the equipment officer, she
hopes to train the novice on how to
properly use all of the equipment in the
boathouse, and lead the crew in loading
the boats onto the trailer to travel to races
so that everything goes smoothly and
nothing is left behind. Kelcey joined rowing
after taking a class with her Aunt on Lake
Natoma (home of WIRA!) and finding that
she enjoyed it; then when she was on
campus and the other girls on the team
saw how tall she was, they recruited her
and she knew she wanted to join. She
loves rowing because she gets to start her
day out on Lake Cachuma and watch the
sunrise every morning, putting in the hard
work that pays off when the team
competes and succeeds in their
competitions. One fun fact about Kelcey is
that she loves listening to podcasts!

Frank is a fourth year Economics and
Accounting major from San Jose, CA and
is also the 2017-2018 Treasurer! Having
played water polo in high school, Frank
wanted to try something new in college so
he joined rowing. When Frank is not rowing,
he enjoys cycling, eating, and sleeping, or
otherwise sitting around doing as little as
possible. A fun fact about Frank is he
hates both celery and coffee.

(Kelcey pictured below in blue, photo
credit:Christine Pang

Pranavi Gandham
Hailing from Simi Valley, California, Pranavi
is as clueless as any other 20-year-old but
likes to think she has her life together by
studying Actuarial Science and pursuing
her interest in Real Estate. She decided to
give this sport a try because it looked cool
and in a blink of an eye she was hooked on
the determination, drive, and all-nclusive
mindset that makes UCSB Rowing one of
the best teams in the nation. Hope she
could convince other people to sacrifice
sleep and instead splash around in a lake
during the wee hours of the morning,
Pranavi became the Novice Liaison and has been actively trying to spark the love of
rowing into unsuspecting freshman who have decided to give this sport a go. When
Pranavi isn't steering a pair around Lake Cachuma, you can find her petting the closest
dog, online shopping, eating dino nuggets, watching TV, or pretending to study in the
library but instead doing all of the above.

Grant Lilya
Grant Lilya is a 4th year Biological
Sciences major, who will also become
a legacy rower this year. Grant
currently works in the Neuroscience
Research Institute as the assistant to
Dr. Craig Montell. Grant has just

recently taken the MCAT this past
summer, and will be applying to
medical schools after taking a gap
year, where he plans to work for a
biotech company. Grant was Parent
Coordinater for the rowing team last
year, and currently is the recruiting and
retention officer this year. Last year,
Grant was 5 seat of the Varsity 8 last
that won both WIRA and ACRA,
which he said was by far the most
memorable rowing experience he has
had to date.

Looking Ahead
As the athletes gear up for winter training, here are some things to look
forward to as spring racing season approaches:
-OCC Scrimmage, Men Only-January 27, 2018 @ Lake Cachuma
-LMU Scrimmage, Women Only-February 20, 2018 @ Marina Del Ray
-OCC Scrimmage, Women Only-February 25, 2018 @ Newport Beach
-UC Challenge Cup, All Squads-March 3, 2018 @ Newport Beach
-Newport Invitational, Men Only-March 11, 2018 @ Newport Beach
-San Diego Crew Classic, All Squads-March 24-25 @ Mission Bay
-Berg Cup, Women Only-March 31, 2018 @ Newport Beach
More information will be sent out regarding these races including addresses
of venues, race schedules, live stream links (if applicable), and results, as
they approach. Please visit our website (ucsbcrew.org) for a full schedule.
Go Gauchos!

Photos from Fall!

Hunter Werner and Eli Gruenberg, photo by
Christine Pang
Varsity Women at Newport, photo by Lisa
Okimoto

Margarita McInnis and Taryna Hollinger, photo by
Row2k

Christian Noack, Matt Kouyoumdjian and Beatrix,
photo by Cheryl Noack

Left: Clarice Douille and Margarita McInnis Right: Varsity Men at Head of the America

Photo by Christine Pang

M8+ at HOCR, Photo by Erika Vieler

M4+ at HOCR, photo by Erika Vieler
Douille Family in Boston

W8+ at HOCR

Lilya Family, photo by Christine Pang

Past and present Gauchos at HOCR, photo by
John Lilya

Ciaran Hiney and Aisha Demachkie, photo by
Christine Pang
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