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UCSB Crew is a sport club, distinguished by professional leadership and coaching which 

offers students the opportunity to explore and expand their capabilities by participating in a 

competitive sport as representatives of their University.  Participation in competitive college 

sports builds character by developing values of teamwork, commitment, self sacrifice, 

discipline, and achievement reinforcing the university’s core values of scholarship, 

leadership and citizenship while providing students with a health balance to their academic 

pursuits 

THE TENTH SEAT 

 

 

MEET CHARLEY! 

Last Summer, the Varsity Men brought on Charley Sullivan to 

coach the team. Charley has an extensive history of 

involvement with the sport of rowing. As a former Princeton 

Rower himself, Charley was Assistant Coach for the 

University of Michigan’s Varsity Men Program for 20 years. 

Additionally, Charley has served as Head Coach of Eastern 

Michigan University’s Varsity Women’s program as well as 

Deerfield Academy and South Kent School. Charley was US 

Rowing’s Collegiate Coach of the year in 2013, and had the 

honor of acting as Assistant Men’s Coach for the World 

University Games Team in 2015. Beyond Rowing, Charley is a 

Doctoral Student in History, pursuing a PhD in History this 

quarter. Welcome to the Gaucho Family, Charley! 

 

 

Family, Friends, Rowers, Alumni, and Supporters of UCSB Crew, 

Welcome to the new and improved The Tenth Seat! As the Gauchos prepare for another historic season, we will 

be here to keep you in the loop the whole way. Our aim this year is to connect the current team with the greater 

Gaucho Rowing family via athlete bios, race results, fundraising updates, alumni news, and coaching reports. We 

hope that The Tenth Seat will help you continue to build your relationship with the crew. If you have any 

suggestions or ideas that would help bring the Gaucho Rowing family even closer, please feel free to reach out 

to our 2016-2017 secretary, Andrew Packer (andrewpacker17@gmail.com). Please put “UCSB Crew” in the 

subject line of all emails. Enjoy!     

 

     

 

 

 

 

  

 

FALL SEASON UNDERWAY 

The Gauchos are off to a strong start this year. Coming 

off an ACRA Combined Team Points title for the 3rd 

consecutive year, both teams are looking to pull off 

something special next May. For the women, this year 

will be about creating a dynasty, extending their ACRA 

Women’s Team Point title against an increasingly 

competitive field. As for the men, the goal this year is 

to break a dynasty well established in the ACRA field: 

Michigan. Early season results have been promising, 

with dominant performances against OCC’s top 8s in 

an October Scrimmage as well as some strong races at 

the Charles. Additionally, the men’s team competed at 

the Head of the American Halloween weekend, beating 

out name schools such as Stanford and Gonzaga to 

place only behind Cal Berkley in all varsity “A” Boats. As 

the aerobic base grows and the days get darker, the 

Gauchos are preparing to hunker down for a long 

winter on the erg. Races in May are won starting now, 

and the Gauchos are ready to rise to the challenge. 

For race results moving forward, check out Row2k. 

Events and results are updated here: 

http://www.row2k.com/results/ 

 

Varsity Men’s Head Coach 

Charley Sullivan with two 

of his rowers at the San 

Diego Fall Classic. 

(Credits to Vicki Halsey) 

http://ucsbcrew.org/
mailto:andrewpacker17@gmail.com
http://www.row2k.com/results/
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In Depth: The Gauchos Go Ivy at 2016 Head of the Charles Regatta 

By: Bella DiLisio 

Another year, another trip to the east coast for the Gauchos! Besides a burning desire to see colorful fall 
foliage and sip hot chocolate in actual cold weather, the Men’s and Women’s squads each shipped boats off to 
Boston with the intent of squaring up against some tough crews at the famous Head of the Charles 

Regatta. 

                                                                       
Joining the Varsity members were also some familiar faces, as a handful of alumni joined the action and 

raced with various crews. The Men’s Alumni 4+ (Ryan Peffers, Evan West, Alex Simes, Dillon Krasnigor, and 
coxed by current Varsity member John Zhong) put on quite an impressive show, starting at bowball 45 and 
finishing 7th out of 49 total crews. McKenna Lux, a legacy alumna from the Women’s team, coxed the Nashville 
Rowing Club’s Women’s Senior Master 8+, the very team that her fellow 
legacy alumna and friend Jessica Mosbarger currently coaches! Another 
alumna from the Men’s team, Demitra Good, coxed Chinook’s Men’s Senior 
Master 8+ to a stunning 19th place finish out of a whopping 62 crews. 
Besides more recent alums, CRI sculling aficionados Luke Wilhelm and Adam 
Randall placed 6th and 12th respectively in the Men’s Championship Singles 
event, holding their own against big names like Croatian silver medal 
Olympian Damir Martin. Peggy Johnston, another Women’s alumna, even 
found her way to the podium with an impressive 5th place finish out of 42 
teams in the Women’s Senior Master Fours event! 

 

When it came down to the main events, the Gauchos experienced 
mixed results. Battling against 20 miles per hour winds, the Women’s 8+ 
unfortunately let the conditions get the best of them but still managed to 
pull off a 14th place finish out of 28 crews, still securing a top half 
placement and another bid for the following year. However, the Men’s 8+ were the warriors of the day with an 
outstanding 5th place finish in a field of 37 crews. 

 

All results considered, the Gauchos put up another great fight this year and took their West Coast grit to 
the land of old money, brownstones, and sweaters tied around necks. We can’t wait to come back next year to 
spend even more money on whatever Head of the Charles merchandise we can get our hands on, gawk at 

Olympians as we pass them while walking across Eliot Bridge, and of course go for the gold in those damn gold 
tanks! 

The Women’s (left) and 

Men’s (Right) 8’s 

practicing on the course 

(Credits to Roger 

Freedman) 

The Men’s Alumni 4+ on their way to a 

7th place finish (Credits to Greg Obregon) 
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Lucas Allen 

Meet Lucas Allen, this year’s elected team President. Lucas is a 

4th year Environmental Studies major and has been a coxswain 

since freshman year. One of Lucas’ favorite things about rowing 

is the strong bond it creates between teammates while working 

hard a pursuing more speed. Outside of rowing, Lucas enjoys 

spending time with friends, running, and exploring the 

outdoors. 

Dominique Savage 

Dominique Savage is a fourth year legacy coxswain and one of two Women’s 

Varsity team captains this year. She had been working as a counselor at a 

summer camp for years before starting college so she was no stranger to being 

a leader and knowing how to support, uplift, and push her teammates to be 

their best. The team has even given her the nickname “Sturdy Dom” which is 

reflective of her reliability and dedication to keeping the team together so 

they can get the job done and go fast. However, her support exceeds the 

boundaries of the boat and the erg room; if you ever have a tough midterm or 

have gotten a cold from the stuffy dorms, you know you can always count on 

her to be the first person to cheer you up with cute dog videos posted on your 

Facebook timeline! 

 

Emily Sousa 

Emily Sousa is a third year women’s varsity coxswain from Lodi, California. 

After dominating cross country and the track field in high school, she wanted 

to try something new in college that would still fuel her competitive spirit 

and luckily she found UCSB Rowing. She’s not your average “little” coxswain 

though, Sousa can still rip fat ergos while jamming out to Papa Roach’s Last 

Resort and day dreaming about the 16oz. steak she’ll probably reward 

herself with when she PRs. When she’s not calling her crew across the finish 

line, she’s hitting the books and breaking stereotypes as one of only four 

women studying mechanical engineering in her class. Her favorite aspect of 

the team is how it can push you to your absolute limits and bring out the 

best in someone. 

 

Meet The Team 

Written by the Athletes Themselves! 
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Bella DiLisio 

Bella DiLisio, this year's Vice President, is a 4th-year Communication and 

Italian Studies double major who apparently enjoys overcommitting herself to 

many activities and interests. Besides rowing, she is a head intern with UCSB 

Athletics' development department called The Gaucho Fund, a writing tutor 

with CLAS tutoring services on campus, a contributing writer for Varsity Views 

online sports publication, and the newly-appointed treasurer for the Italian 

Club. While she loves staying busy with other organizations, rowing is her 

main priority at UCSB. She loves that it has given her a renewed sense of 

confidence in her physicality as well as in her ability to tackle and overcome 

life's many challenges; she also particularly cherishes the lifelong friendships 

she's gained through the rowing community! 

 

Christine Pang 

Christine Pang is a 3rd year Environmental Studies major and Media 

Arts and Technology minor at UCSB entering her second year as a 

coxswain on the UCSB Men’s Rowing Team. In her spare time, she 

looks for inspiration in the people and the environment around her 

to add new projects to her photography website, cpangphoto.com. 

Some of her other hobbies include weight lifting, rock climbing, and 

cooking. Similar to her other hobbies, Christine loves rowing 

because of the constant work towards improvement, both 

individually and as a boat together. 

 
Andrew Packer 

Andrew Packer, team Secretary, is a 4th-year Economics and 

Accounting major and Legacy Rower. Outside of Crew, Andrew 

is the Head Grader for the Accounting program, Vice President 

of the Volunteer Income Tax Association, and is working on his 

Senior Honors Thesis in Economics. Though involved in a 

multitude of activities, Rowing has been Andrew’s focus since 

day one at UCSB. Andrew credits rowing with developing his 

mental strength, time management skills, and leadership 

abilities. Additionally, Andrew loves the family he has created as 

a member of UCSB Crew. 
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Novice Women Update by Rebecca Gronsdahl 

Thanks to successful recruiting, the women’s novice team is on 

track to be one of the largest groups in the last few years. The 

enthusiasm and athleticism is excellent, which is good 

considering a very prestigious and rigorous racing schedule this 

year. The success of previous teams will see this year’s team 

lineup against many NCAA Division I programs, and the novice 

team has all the potential they need to meet this challenge. As 

the girls continue to improve on land and on the water, their 

enthusiasm is slowly starting to grow to the level that makes club 

rowing so valuable and enjoyable. We look forward to seeing you 

in Long Beach on November 19th, to support the Novice Women 

at their first race. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

FUNDING A CHAMPIONSHIP: Fundraising Update 

A large aspect of all club programs is its alumni 

and supporter donation base. Given that Gaucho 

rowing is indeed a “Pay to Play” endeavor, any 

and all support we receive is greatly appreciated 

on so many different levels. Here are the two 

fundraising opportunities we are currently 

working on: 

Fund the Oar Endowment: Thanks to a generous 

matching offer from John Sanger, our Fund the 

Oar Endowment is still open for donations, with a 

matching option that will continue through the 

end of the year. The Rowing Endowment is a fund 

that provides an annual payout to the program 

for equipment updates, new boats, and other 

larger expenses. After recent drastic growth in 

size, we are happy to announce that UCSB Crew 

will receive its first endowment payout in 2017! 

We are always looking for donors, particularly 

before the end of the year to take advantage of 

John Sanger’s generous matching gift. 

Erg Competition: As our team grows in size, our 

need for operating and well maintained ergs 

grows as well. This year, we are launching an erg 

fundraiser with the goal of building a “fleet” of 60 

ergs.  Aimed primarily at young alums, we hope 

that former rowers will group up to buy ergs via 

our website. Our hope is to have an entire squad 

erging at once, and we need all the help we can 

get! Stay tuned for more information on this front 

coming out early in December. 

 

Varsity Squads during an all-team workout. With new 

ergs, the Gauchos hope to eventually have workouts 

for 60 rowers at once (Credits to Christine Pang) 

Novice Men Update by Sean Linley 

The men’s freshman team made some changes this year and is 

looking as strong as ever. In past years, turnout has been very 

large, leaving coaches somewhat overwhelmed. Under new 

men’s head coach Charley Sullivan, we made cuts for the first 

time in recent memory, leaving us with a slightly smaller team 

than the past few years. But don’t worry, our freshman team is 

still one of the biggest in the nation, and the athleticism and size 

of our athletes is very promising. Because of the smaller team 

size, the athletes are getting more personal attention, and their 

form and power are improving rapidly. While lagoon rowing is 

just getting started, the freshman have been developing 

rudimentary boat feel on sliders and they are starting to look 

forward to their first race in Long Beach on November 19th.   

 

Varsity Men on The Charles (Credits to Sherene DuBois) 
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ALUMNI OF THE QUARTER 

The Tenth Seat now features an “Alumni of the Quarter” section, where we put the spotlight on two Gaucho 

rowing alums, recent or otherwise. This is a great opportunity for the Gaucho community to keep each other in 

the loop. If you would like to nominate yourself or a former teammate for Winter or Spring Quarter’s issue, 

please send a brief, two paragraph article and picture to andrewpacker17@gmail.com. Please put “UCSB Crew” 

in the subject line of all emails. 

To start our Alumni of the Quarter recognition, we thought it would only be right to introduce to you our 2016-

2017 Novice Coaches! 

 

The Varsity Women at San Diego Fall Classic 

Rebecca Gronsdahl, #1421 

Hailing from Kelowna, British Columbia, Rebecca comes to the coaching table as a decorated 

Gaucho rower from the class of 2016. As a Gaucho, Rebecca’s accomplishments include first 

place finishes at the Berg Cup (v8) and WIRA (v8) as well as second place at ACRA (v8) in 

2015. In her senior year, Rebecca placed first in the 2- at WIRA and in the v8 at ACRA, in 

addition to a third place finish in the v8 at WIRA. Additionally, she helped the Gauchos win 

two consecutive Crew Classics (v8) her Junior and Senior years. One of Rebecca’s more 

memorable accomplishments was an eighth place finish in the 4+ at the 2014 Head of the 

Charles, representing the Women’s team at their first Charles appearance in recent UCSB 

history. Rebecca extended her rowing career this past summer at NYAC, New York Aquatic 

Center, taking several medals including a first and second place finish at Club Nationals and a 

third place finish at the Canadian Henley. As a student, Gronsdahl received her B.S. in 

Environmental Studies with an emphasis in Geography. We look forward to seeing the energy 

and talent she brings to the Novice Women’s squad as their coach this year! 

 

mailto:andrewpacker17@gmail.com
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HYPE VIDEOS 

Part of our annual recruiting process is of course an awesome recruitment video! Check out this year’s video, 

courtesy of our 2016-2017 Recruitment Officers: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TS-AdFyzu_A 

 

 

 

  

Sean Linley, #1407 

A San Diego, CA native, Sean followed in his father and sister’s footsteps and chose to attend 

UCSB for his college education. As the first of the “Linley Dynasty” on UCSB Crew (followed 

by his brother, Bret ’17, and sister Ari, ’19), Sean left quite an impact on the Gaucho squad. 

After a year in the n8, Sean proceeded to spend the next 3 years as a v8 starboard. His 

rowing accomplishments include two WIRA and SDCC Golds, as well as appearances in the 

Copley Cup (SDCC), Husky Invitational (Seattle, WA), and twice at the Head of the Charles 

Regatta. As a rower Sean managed to collect 57 tanks, quite possibly one of the largest hauls 

of any Gaucho rower to date. He also held several officer positions on the team, 

demonstrating leadership throughout. Sean graduated with the class of 2015 with a B.A. in 

Philosophy. The Men’s team is excited to watch the Novice Men rise to the challenges ahead 

this year under his leadership. 

 

Novice Coaches Rebecca Gronsdahl (left) and Sean Linley (right) 

 

The Varsity “A” Boat after beating USD, Gonzaga, and Stanford at the Head of the American (Credits to Greg Obregon) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TS-AdFyzu_A
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Looking Ahead 

It’s never too early to start clearing your schedule to make time for some Gaucho Rowing. Here is our schedule 

for the rest of Fall, as well as tentative dates for the Spring racing season. As races are added to our Spring 

schedule, our calendar will be updated on ucsbcrew.org. We hope to see you out there on the water. 

Long Beach Fall Invite – November 19, 2016 - Long Beach, CA  Women’s Squads and Novice Men 

Head of the Harbor – November 20, 2016 - Port of Los Angeles, CA Men’s Squads, Women TBD 

OCC Scrimmage – February 11, 2017 - Newport Beach, CA  Women Only 

LMU Scrimmage – February 25, 2017 - Marina Del Rey, CA Women Only 

UC Challenge Cup – March 4, 2017 - Newport Beach, CA  Men Only 

George Gordon Cup – March 25, 2017 - Marina Del Rey, CA Men Only 

San Diego Crew Classic – April 1-2, 2017 - San Diego, CA  All Squads 

SDSU Scrimmage – April 22, 2017 - San Diego, CA  Women Only 

WIRA Championships – April 29-30,2017 - Rancho Cordova, CA All Squads 

ACRA National Championships – May 27-28, 2017 - Gainesville, GA All Squads 

 

 

 

Thanks to Vicki Halsey, Greg 

Obregon, and Gabrielle 

Herderschee-Hunter for the pics! 


